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Background

ðPart of the Project ôWays of Knowing ðWhen Rural and 

Scientific Epistemologies Meet in Agricultural Developmentõ

ðFunded by the Austrian Science Fund

ð2 PhD students covering case studies in animal breeding and 

forestry in Ethiopia and Uganda

ðInstitutions involved:

ðUniversity of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna

ðDepartment for the Social Studies of Science, University of Vienna

ðInstitute of Development Studies, Sussex



From Herding to Business

ÅANT-based analysis of the modernisation of dairy 

farming in Western Uganda

ÅEntry point: farmer-scientist interactions in an animal 

breeding research project

ÅStructure:

ðHistorical Background

ðTheoretical Framework

ðThe farmersô enactment

ðThe scientistsô enactment

ðMoments of Interaction

ðQuestions and Reflections



Historical Background



The Ankole Kingdom



A Pastoralist Livelihood



Settling down



Establishment of a dairy industry



Theoretical Framework



ANT in a nutshell

ÅôDisentangling the Socialõ (Latour)

ÅEnacted, materially heterogeneous 

networks, stabilised through ôtranslationõ 

(Callon, Latour)

ÅImplications of ôenacting cowsõ 

differently: Ontological Politics (Mol)



The Farmersô

Enactment



Changes in Networks and Values



Translating Cross-breeds



People-based Information 

Storage and Sharing



Network Vulnerability



The Scientistsô

Enactment



Enacting Productivity and Control



Breedas technology



Trust in numbers



Farmer

Technology Transfer

ExtensionResearch



Interacting

Enactments



Fact Creation and Maintenance



Workshops



Recording



Ontological Politics (Mol 2008)
Implications of ôenacting cowsõ



The Question of Location


